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Imag�ne a world where borders are crossed not just on
maps, but through the heartwarm�ng connect�ons we
make. Travel �s more than just v�s�t�ng new places; �t’s
about embrac�ng new cultures, languages, and
perspect�ves. Each dest�nat�on holds a story, wa�t�ng to be
unfolded by cur�ous m�nds. I w�sh for every student to hold
these stor�es, to let them shape the�r understand�ng and
apprec�at�on of the world’s magn�f�cent tapestry.

Th�s Chr�stmas, I dream of journeys that �nsp�re and
educate. May each tr�p be a chapter �n the grand book of
l�fe, teach�ng lessons of res�l�ence, empathy, and joy.
Whether �t’s the h�stor�cal streets of Rome, the v�brant
markets of Istanbul, or the serene landscapes of the
Norweg�an fjords, every corner of the world has someth�ng
un�que to offer. These exper�ences are not just tr�ps; they
are the bu�ld�ng 

        A Chr�stmas Journey of W�shes and Dreams

As the w�nter ch�ll sets �n and the fest�ve l�ghts
tw�nkle, there’s a mag�cal feel�ng that surrounds us
dur�ng Chr�stmas. It’s a t�me when dreams take
fl�ght, and w�shes feel just w�th�n our grasp. As an
Erasmus coord�nator and an av�d traveler, I have
w�tnessed the power of explorat�on and learn�ng.
Th�s Chr�stmas, my w�sh �s for students to
exper�ence the transformat�ve journey of travel and
educat�on.

3

editor

letterfrom the



My w�sh �s also for safety and susta�nab�l�ty �n our travels. Let’s tread l�ghtly on the paths we
explore, leav�ng only footpr�nts and tak�ng only memor�es. In a world where our
env�ronmental footpr�nt �s as �mportant as our cultural exper�ences, I hope for travel that
respects and preserves the natural beauty and her�tage of our dest�nat�ons.

In th�s season of g�v�ng, let’s g�ft the joy of learn�ng through travel. Let’s encourage students to
step out of the�r comfort zones, to �mmerse themselves �n the unknown, and to return
enr�ched w�th knowledge and memor�es. Th�s Chr�stmas, my w�sh �s for every journey to be a
beacon of hope, a br�dge of understand�ng, and a path to a more connected and
compass�onate world.

May your hol�days be f�lled w�th the sp�r�t of adventure and the warmth of new exper�ences.
Merry Chr�stmas and a Happy New Year f�lled w�th exc�t�ng travels and enl�ghten�ng
journeys!

Editor-in-Chief Gonca Tarhan
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Magnificent
city
between
two blues

Photo by  Gonca Tarhan

Antalya �s a very beat�ful c�ty �n
Turk�ye 
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 A Journey through T�me

The heart of Antalya �s �ts charm�ng old town, Kale�ç�,
where narrow, cobbled streets are flanked by Ottoman-era
houses, now transformed �nto qua�nt shops and cafés.
Walk�ng through Kale�ç� �s l�ke travel�ng back �n t�me. The
anc�ent Hadr�an’s Gate, dat�ng back to the Roman era,
stands as a majest�c entrance to th�s h�stor�cal wonderland.
Beyond �t, the Clock Tower and the Y�vl� M�nare Mosque,
w�th �ts d�st�nct�ve fluted m�naret, rem�nd us of the c�ty’s
r�ch past.

Antalya: A Symphony of Sun, Sea, and H�story

Nestled on the p�cturesque southwestern coast of Turkey,
Antalya �s a c�ty where h�story and modern�ty dance under the
Med�terranean sun. Known as the “Turquo�se Coast” for �ts
stunn�ng blue waters, Antalya �s a parad�se for travelers
seek�ng both adventure and tranqu�l�ty. As we explore th�s
magn�f�cent c�ty, we f�nd ourselves wander�ng through a
canvas of v�brant colors and r�ch h�story.
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By Theodore Lewitz
Photography by Hannah Morales
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bestNew Places
Imag�ned Descr�pt�on of Crystalshore for Travelers

Pr�st�ne Beaches

 • Sparkl�ng Sands: As the name suggests, Crystalshore could be
famed for �ts crystal-clear waters and pr�st�ne sandy beaches,

perfect for sunbath�ng and relax�ng.
 • Water Act�v�t�es: Opportun�t�es for snorkel�ng, sw�mm�ng,

and scuba d�v�ng m�ght be abundant, w�th v�brant mar�ne l�fe
and coral reefs nearby.

Scen�c Beauty

 • Coastal Walks: The shorel�ne could be l�ned w�th scen�c
walk�ng paths offer�ng breathtak�ng v�ews of the ocean.
 • Sunset V�ews: Crystalshore m�ght be an �deal spot for

watch�ng stunn�ng sunsets, where the sky meets the
sh�mmer�ng sea.

Local Culture

 • Seafood Cu�s�ne: A dest�nat�on l�ke th�s would l�kely boast an
array of seafood restaurants serv�ng fresh, local catches.

 • Art and Craft: Local markets and galler�es m�ght d�splay crafts
and artwork �nsp�red by the sea and coastal l�fe.



AfAdventure and Explorat�on

 • Boat Tours: Crystalshore m�ght offer boat tours along the coast or to nearby
�slands.
 • Water Sports: Act�v�t�es l�ke kayak�ng, paddleboard�ng, and jet sk��ng could be
popular.

Relaxat�on and Wellness

 • Spa Serv�ces: Many coastal dest�nat�ons offer spa treatments, espec�ally those
ut�l�z�ng mar�ne elements l�ke seaweed or salt.

Env�ronmental Conservat�on

 • Protected Areas: There m�ght be efforts to preserve the natural beauty of the
area, w�th protected mar�ne zones or w�ldl�fe sanctuar�es.

Travel T�ps

 • Sun Protect�on: Don’t forget sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses for protect�on
aga�nst the su

Here, you can place a caption for the photo. 
It can be a short description or it can credit the production team.

Accommodat�ons

 • Beachfront Resorts:
Luxur�ous resorts w�th
beachfront v�ews,
prov�d�ng amen�t�es for
a comfortable and
relax�ng stay.
 • Eco-Fr�endly
Lodg�ng: Opt�ons for
env�ronmentally
consc�ous travelers,
l�ke eco-lodges or
susta�nable hotels..
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By Rosa Maria Aguado
Photography by Francisco
Andrade
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spotlighteco-tourism in the
Eco-tour�sm �s a form of
susta�nable travel that focuses on
exper�enc�ng natural areas �n a
way that promotes
env�ronmental conservat�on and
respects the well-be�ng of local
people. It’s an eth�cal approach
to travel, emphas�z�ng m�n�mal
�mpact on the env�ronment and
pos�t�ve contr�but�ons to local
commun�t�es.

Key Pr�nc�ples of Eco-Tour�sm:

 1. Conservat�on of Natural Resources: Travelers engage �n act�v�t�es that support the protect�on of
natural areas. Th�s �ncludes respect�ng w�ldl�fe, contr�but�ng to conservat�on efforts, and
m�n�m�z�ng pollut�on.
 2. Support for Local Commun�t�es: Eco-tour�sm often �nvolves �nteract�on w�th local commun�t�es.
V�s�tors can contr�bute to the local economy by stay�ng �n locally-owned lodg�ngs, buy�ng local
products, and us�ng local serv�ces.
 3. Cultural Respect and Awareness: Understand�ng and respect�ng the cultures and trad�t�ons of
local commun�t�es �s a cruc�al aspect. Th�s �nvolves engag�ng w�th local customs �n a respectful
manner and learn�ng from them.
 4. Educat�onal Component: Eco-tour�sm often �ncludes an educat�onal aspect where travelers
learn about the local env�ronment, w�ldl�fe, and cultural her�tage. Th�s knowledge fosters a greater
apprec�at�on and respons�b�l�ty towards conservat�on efforts.
 5. Susta�nable Travel Pract�ces: Th�s �nvolves m�n�m�z�ng carbon footpr�nts, such as choos�ng low-
�mpact transportat�on, reduc�ng waste, and be�ng energy eff�c�ent



T�ps for Eco-Tour�sts:

 • Research: Before travel�ng, research
the dest�nat�on to understand �ts
env�ronmental challenges and cultural
norms. Choose eco-fr�endly
accommodat�ons and tour operators.
 • Leave No Trace: Always follow the
pr�nc�ple of leav�ng no trace beh�nd �n
natural areas to preserve them for
future generat�ons.
 • Part�c�pate �n Conservat�on Act�v�t�es:
If ava�lable, part�c�pate �n conservat�on
act�v�t�es or volunteer programs.
 • Respect W�ldl�fe: Observe w�ldl�fe
from a d�stance, and do not feed or
d�sturb them.
 • Support Local: Buy local products
and use local serv�ces to help boost the
local economy.
 • Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Pract�ce
these pr�nc�ples d�l�gently wh�le
travel�ng.

Benef�ts of Eco-Tour�sm:

 • Env�ronmental Protect�on: D�rect
contr�but�on to the conservat�on of
b�od�vers�ty and natural hab�tats.
 • Cultural Preservat�on: Supports the
preservat�on of local cultures and
trad�t�ons.
 • Econom�c Benef�ts for Local
Commun�t�es: Prov�des econom�c
opportun�t�es for local people.
 • Enhanced Travel Exper�ence: Offers a
more authent�c and mean�ngful travel
exper�ence.

Eco-tour�sm �s not just a way to travel

 1. Env�ronmental Conservat�on:
 • In Costa R�ca, eco-tour�sm has played
a cruc�al role �n preserv�ng �ts
ra�nforests. The revenue generated
from eco-tour�sts helps fund nat�onal
parks and w�ldl�fe sanctuar�es.
 • In the Galápagos Islands, eco-
tour�sm fees contr�bute to the
conservat�on of un�que w�ldl�fe and
ecosystems.
 2. Commun�ty Development and
Empowerment:
 • In Kenya, the Maasa� commun�ty
benef�ts from eco-tour�sm through
commun�ty-owned lodges and tours.
Th�s prov�des a susta�nable �ncome
wh�le preserv�ng the�r cultural her�tage.
 • In Nepal, eco-tour�sm �n�t�at�ves �n
the Annapurna reg�on support local
projects, l�ke schools and health cl�n�cs,
�mprov�ng the qual�ty of l�fe for
res�dents.
 3. Preservat�on of Cultural Her�tage:
 • In Bhutan, eco-tour�sm �ncludes
cultural tours that respect and celebrate
local Buddh�st trad�t�ons. Th�s helps
preserve the�r un�que culture wh�le
educat�ng v�s�tors.
 • In Abor�g�nal Austral�a, eco-tour�sm
prov�des a platform for Ind�genous
Austral�ans to share the�r anc�ent
cultures and knowledge of the land.
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 eco-tour�sm can be a powerful tool for
ach�ev�ng susta�nable development goals,
benef�t�ng both the env�ronment and
local commun�t�es.
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EXPLORING

Palermo
By Eros CalCara
Phd student in university of
Cordoba

Palermo, the cap�tal c�ty of the Ital�an
�sland of S�c�ly, �s a dest�nat�on r�ch �n
h�story, culture, and arch�tectural marvels,
mak�ng �t a fasc�nat�ng place for tour�sts. Its
h�story �s a tapestry of var�ous cultures and
c�v�l�zat�ons, �nclud�ng the Phoen�c�ans,
Romans, Byzant�nes, Arabs, Normans, and
Span�sh, each leav�ng a d�st�nct mark on the
c�ty’s character.



 4. Capuch�n Catacombs: Offer�ng a
un�que, albe�t macabre, gl�mpse �nto
Palermo’s past, these catacombs
house thousands of mumm�f�ed
bod�es.
 5. Quattro Cant�: A baroque square at
the heart of Palermo, represent�ng the
four Span�sh k�ngs of S�c�ly.

 6. Markets of Palermo: Bustl�ng markets
l�ke Ballarò and Vucc�r�a reflect the c�ty’s
Arab her�tage and are perfect for
exper�enc�ng local l�fe and cu�s�ne.
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 1. Anc�ent and Med�eval H�story:
Founded by the Phoen�c�ans, Palermo
later became a s�gn�f�cant part of the
Roman and Byzant�ne Emp�res. The
c�ty truly flour�shed under Arab rule,
becom�ng a center of learn�ng and
culture.
 2. Norman Conquest: The Normans
left a remarkable arch�tectural legacy �n
Palermo, �nclud�ng the Palermo
Cathedral and the Palazzo de�
Normann� (Norman Palace), known for
�ts stunn�ng mosa�cs and the Palat�ne
Chapel.
 3. Span�sh Rule: The Span�sh �nfluence
�s ev�dent �n many of Palermo’s
baroque churches and palaces,
contr�but�ng to the c�ty’s un�que
cultural blend.Tour�st Attract�ons:

 1. Palazzo de� Normann� and Palat�ne
Chapel: A UNESCO World Her�tage
s�te, known for �ts exqu�s�te Byzant�ne
mosa�cs.
 2. Palermo Cathedral: A testament to
var�ous arch�tectural styles due to
numerous mod�f�cat�ons over centur�es,
showcas�ng Norman, Moor�sh, Goth�c,
Baroque, and Neoclass�cal elements.
 3. Teatro Mass�mo: Italy’s largest
opera house, an arch�tectural gem
known for �ts perfect acoust�cs and
�mpress�ve neoclass�cal des�gn.
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Halderperry Nat�onal Park

Venston Bay

Halderperry Nat�onal Park: An Untouched W�lderness
Awa�t�ng D�scovery

Halderperry Nat�onal Park, a h�dden gem nestled �n the
heart of a majest�c mounta�n range, offers a breathtak�ng
escape �nto the w�ld. Th�s expans�ve park, known for �ts
d�verse ecosystems and stunn�ng natural beauty, �s a
haven for nature enthus�asts and adventure seekers al�ke.

D�verse Landscapes and R�ch B�od�vers�ty

Spann�ng thousands of acres, Halderperry Nat�onal Park
boasts a var�ety of landscapes, from dense forests and
roll�ng h�lls to crystal-clear lakes and cascad�ng waterfalls.
It’s a hotspot for b�od�vers�ty, home to a w�de array of
w�ldl�fe �nclud�ng rare b�rd spec�es, elus�ve mounta�n
l�ons, and herds of w�ld deer.

Venston Bay: A H�dden Gem for the Av�d Traveler

Nestled along a pr�st�ne coastl�ne, Venston Bay �s a h�dden jewel
wa�t�ng to be d�scovered by travelers seek�ng a blend of tranqu�l�ty
and adventure. Th�s charm�ng bay, w�th �ts crystal-clear waters
and unspo�led natural beauty, offers a serene escape from the
hustle and bustle of everyday l�fe.

Natural Beauty and Serene Beaches

Venston Bay’s ma�n allure �s �ts stunn�ng beaches. The soft, golden
sands are perfect for sunbath�ng and relaxat�on, wh�le the clear,
turquo�se waters �nv�te sw�mm�ng and snorkel�ng. The bay’s
un�que underwater ecosystem �s a parad�se for d�vers, offer�ng a
gl�mpse �nto a world of colorful coral reefs and d�verse mar�ne l�fe.
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best new
places to visit

By Phyllis
Schwaiger

Photography by
Jin Ae Soo

New year ……  
               New roats are load�ng…….
 



Crystalshore

Fort LeBurg

Santa Solana Beach

AH�stor�cal S�gn�f�cance

 • T�me Capsules of H�story: Forts and
burgs often date back centur�es and are
r�ch �n h�story. They offer �ns�ghts �nto
the m�l�tary, pol�t�cal, and soc�al aspects
of the per�ods they were bu�lt �n.
 • Cultural Importance: Many of these
structures have played p�votal roles �n
h�stor�cal events, mak�ng them
s�gn�f�cant cultural landmarks.

Santa Solana Beach: A Coastal Parad�se
for Every Traveler

Santa Solana Beach, a h�dden gem
along a stunn�ng coastl�ne, beckons
travelers w�th �ts golden sands, crystal-
clear waters, and v�brant local culture.
Th�s �dyll�c beach dest�nat�on �s the
perfect blend of relaxat�on, adventure,
and cultural explorat�on, offer�ng
someth�ng un�que for every v�s�tor.
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Amag�ned Descr�pt�on of Crystalshore
for Travelers

Pr�st�ne Beaches

 • Sparkl�ng Sands: As the name
suggests, Crystalshore could be famed
for �ts crystal-clear waters and pr�st�ne
sandy beaches, perfect for sunbath�ng
and relax�ng.
 • Water Act�v�t�es: Opportun�t�es for
snorkel�ng, sw�mm�ng, and scuba
d�v�ng m�ght be abundant, w�th v�brant
mar�ne l�fe and coral reefs nearby.
.



.As I stepped onto the cobbled streets of Córdoba, Spa�n, I felt an �mmed�ate connect�on to a
c�ty that seemed to breathe h�story and culture. Córdoba, a jewel nestled �n the heart of
Andalus�a, �s not merely a dest�nat�on; �t �s a journey through t�me, a testament to the d�verse
and v�brant tapestry of Spa�n’s cultural her�tage. 
 My explorat�on of Córdoba's cultural treasures began at the �con�c Mezqu�ta-Catedral, a
masterp�ece that encapsulates centur�es of arch�tectural evolut�on. Walk�ng through the
horseshoe arches and under the mesmer�z�ng red-and-wh�te str�ped archways, I marveled at
the fus�on of Islam�c and Chr�st�an �nfluences. Th�s grand mosque-turned-cathedral �s a
symbol of the c�ty's r�ch h�story, where each br�ck and column wh�spers tales of Moor�sh rulers
and Chr�st�an conquerors. The Jew�sh Quarter, or Judería, beckoned me w�th �ts narrow,
w�nd�ng streets and charm�ng courtyards adorned w�th colorful flowers. It felt l�ke stepp�ng
�nto a d�fferent era, where the echoes of Sephard�c culture l�ngered. The Synagogue of
Córdoba, one of the few surv�v�ng med�eval synagogues �n Spa�n, stood as a po�gnant rem�nder
of the c�ty's mult�cultural past.

Spain
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Cordoba
By Eros Calcara 



 Córdoba’s cultural essence extends beyond its architectural marvels. The city pulsates with
the rhythm of flamenco, a passionate and soulful art form deeply ingrained in Andalusian
culture. I found myself captivated by the raw emotion expressed through intricate footwork and
soul-stirring melodies. The intimate tablao venues allowed me to experience the authenticity
of flamenco, making it a highlight of my cultural immersion in Córdoba. A stroll along the
Guadalquivir River opened vistas of the Calahorra Tower, a defensive structure that once
guarded the Roman Bridge. The bridge itself, spanning the river with its 16 arches, is a
testament to Roman engineering prowess. The juxtaposition of these ancient elements against
the backdrop of Córdoba's modern life creates a captivating blend of old and new. 
 Córdoba's commitment to preserving its cultural heritage is evident in the numerous museums
scattered throughout the city. The Archaeological Museum provides insights into the Roman era,
while the Julio Romero de Torres Museum celebrates the works of the renowned Cordoban painter.
Each museum serves as a portal, allowing visitors to delve deeper into the layers of Córdoba’s
history and artistic expression. 
 The allure of Córdoba’s cultural tourism lies not only in its tangible heritage but also in
the warmth and hospitality of its people. From the lively markets to the quaint cafes in the
squares, I found myself welcomed into a community that takes pride in sharing its traditions
and stories. In the heart of the city, I discovered that cultural tourism is not just about
sightseeing; it's about immersing oneself in the soul of a city. It’s about feeling the
heartbeat of history, dancing to the rhythm of flamenco, and savoring the flavors of
Andalusian cuisine.
.
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  Córdoba, w�th �ts kale�doscope of cultural exper�ences, �s a dest�nat�on that leaves an
�ndel�ble mark on the traveler's heart, a place where the past and present coex�st �n
harmony, �nv�t�ng all who v�s�t to become a part of �ts t�meless narrat�ve. e�ther be pr�nted
or publ�shed electron�cally. It �s �ssued regularly, usually every week or every month, and
�t conta�ns a var�ety of content. Th�s can �nclude art�cles, stor�es, photographs, and
advert�sements.
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